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1 . THE NEW STRAITS TIMES TODAY (APRIL 5) REPORTS 

THAT EX-SABAH CHIEF MINISTER TUN MUSTAPHA, PRESIDENT 
OF SABAH’S OPPOSITION PARTY, UNITED SABAH NATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION (USNO), HAS RESIGNED FOR HEALTH 
REASONS. MUSTAPHA, ONE-TIME SABAH POLITICAL 
BOSS WHO MADE TENTATIVE GESTURES TO EFFECT A 
POLITICAL COMEBACK IN MID-1977 (AS REPORTED REF C), 

HAS APPARENTLY GIVEN UP THE IDEA OF ATTEMPTING A 
TRUE RETURN TO POWER. HE NOW SPENDS MOST OF HIS 
TIME IN LONDON, AND THIS, COMBINED WITH HIS AGE 
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AND THE FACT THAT STATE ELECTIONS WILL NOT BE 
HELD IN SABAH FOR ANOTHER THREE YEARS, AS WELL AS 
HIS WELL-PUBLICIZED LUXURIOUS LIFE STYLE MAKE IT 
UNLIKELY THAT THE FLAMBOYANT LEADER WILL EVER 
AGAIN ASSUME THE POWER HE ONCE HELD IN SABAH. 

2. IN ANOTHER DOMESTIC POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT 
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HASSAN ADLI, FEDERAL MINISTER OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
AND FEDERAL TERRITORY, HAS JOINED THE NEWLY 
FORMED BERJASA PARTY WHICH GAINED 11 STATE 
ASSEMBLY SEATS IN THE MARCH 1 1 KELANTAN ELECTION. 
HASSAN, A FORMER ISLAMIC PARTY (PAS) MEMBER, WAS 
EXPELLED FROM HIS PARTY LAST YEAR AFTER SUPPORTING 
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT'S STAND IN THE KELANTAN 
CRISIS (REF A AND B). BERJASA THUS GAINS REPRE- 
SENTATION IN THE FEDERAL CABINET. BERJASA ALSO 
ANNOUNCED THAT A NUMBER OF OTHER FORMER PAS STATE 
LEADERS FROM PERAK, PERLIS, AND NEGERI SEMBILAN 
HAVE JOINED THE NEW PARTY, THEREBY GIVING BERJASA 
A MORE NATIONAL CHARACTER, AND INDICATING 
THAT ITS CREDIBILITY HAS RISEN BECAUSE OF ITS 
SUCCESS IN KELANTAN, BERJASA NOW HAS A FOOT-HOLD 
IN VARIOUS PARTS OF THE COUNTRY FROM WHICH IT WILL 
ATTEMPT TO EXPAND ITS BASE DURING THE COMING 
NATIONAL ELECTIONS. UNDOUBTEDLY UMNO, THE 
DOMINANT PARTY IN THE RULING NATIONAL FRONT 
COALITION, WILL WELCOME THESE MOVES AS BEING 
LIKELY TO DRAW SUPPORT AWAY FROM ARCH RIVAL PAS. 

3. IN SUM, THESE DEVELOPMENTS ARE FAVORABLE TO 
DATUK HUSSEIN ONN AND THE CURRENT NATIONAL FRONT 
LEADERSHIP. MUSTAPHA'S DEPARTURE REMOVES ONE 
OBSTACLE TO THE POSSIBLE RECONCILIATION OF THE 
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RIVAL NATIONAL FRONT PARTIES IN SABAH, A DEVELOP- 
MENT WHICH WOULD BE WELCOMED IN K.L. IN VIEW 
OF THE COMING PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS, AND 
BERJASA IS SHOWING SIGNS OF BECOMING AN INCREASINGLY 
VALUABLE ALLY. 

MILLER 
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